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CHARACTER of a DETRACTOR. 


Detraftor is one who poflefles a more active and fubtle 

envy than that which foolifhly gnaws upon itlelf; it 
roams abroad to blifter others’ backs. He is commonly a fel- 
low of a weak head and a worfe heart, whofe only ambition is 
to equal others, not by rifing to their height, but by lowering 
them by his tongue to his own Jevele He is like the dragon 
mentioned by St. John, that purfued the woman. Whenhe is 
unable to ftretch beyond ancther he opens his mouth, and 
throws a flood after him. You cannot difpleafe him worfe 
than to do well, and he will hate you more on that account 
than if your infamy had robbed him of his patrimony. He 
zlways flights the public opinion, and is aftonifhed at fuch 
and fuch a man’s fame. At the commendation of a good 
divine, he exclaims, gloffing; at that of a philologer, pedan- 
try; of a poet, rhiming ; of a fharp wit, boyifhnefs; of an 
honeft man, plaufibility. 

He attends public entertainments, not to derive improve- 
tment, but to catch fomething for ridicule; if there be but 
one folecifm it is all he carries away. He views all things 
with a ftudied fourne(s, and is always fyrnithed with a p’thaw 
befort hand, or fome mufty proverb that difrelifhes all things 
alike, If fear of the company conftrain him to fecond a com- 
mendation, it is done like a law writ, with an excepting claufe, 
or to open the way to fome greater feandal. He will grant 
you that, if you will abate this, and this abated fhall in con- 
clufion deftroy all he granted. He always concludes with 
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an exception, or an ‘Oh, but there is one thing which he 
could wifh mended” ; which fingle thing is fufficient to make 
all his former praifes vanifh. He will have the moft inward 
friendfhip for a man, on purpofe to fifh fomething bad out of 
him, to make his flanders more authentic hereafter, when it is 
faid a friend reported it. He will inveigle you into fome vice 
to get your name into his clutches, and make you drunk to 
thew you reeling. He pafles the more plaufibly, as moft men 
are infested with his failing, and his malice is regarded as an 
innocent freedom. If he can fay nothing of a man, he will 
feem toipeak enigmas, as if he could fay ftrange things if he 
chofe ; and ends when he has racked his invention to the ute 
moft; * I with him well, notwithftanding, and mufi therefore 
be filent :” For he is continually upon the liften, and making 
enquiries, and is afraid to Jet fo much as a cloak pafs unexa- 
mined. In fine, he is one that has loft all good in himfelf, and 
is loth to find any in another, 





Important Decifion of the Houfe of Peers refpetting a 
a: 


V lib. 


HE Houfe of Lords gave judgment on the 18th of 
March, 1796, in the appeal from the Court of Seffion 

in Scotland, Ommaney and others, executors of the late Ad- 
miral Sir Charles Douglas, againft Mrs. Bingham, Sir 
Charles’s eldeft daughter.—Sir Charles having made his will, 
leaving a provifion to Mrs. Bingham, then unmarried, added a 
codicil, that fhe fhould forfeit it if fhe married Mr. Bingham; 
and in that cafe her provifion fhould go to increafe his other 
children’s portions. The young lady, notwith{tanding her 
father’s iajunCtions, married Mr. Bingham, and then Sir 
Charles died fuddenly in Scotland, without altering his will or 
the codicil—Mrs. Bingham and her hufband brought an ation 
in the Court of Sefion, againft the executors of her father, 
for fetting afide the codicil, in which two queftions were made: 
—r, Whether Sir Charles was to be confidered as a domiciled 
Scotchman, in which cafe the ditribution of his effzéts, and 
the validity of his will would fali to be regulated and judged 
of by the law of Scotland ?—2,. Upon fuppolition that he was 
to be confidered as a Scotchman, whether the condition an- 
nexed by the codicil was lawful or binding? The Court of 
ScMon declared that Sir Charles was domiciled in Scotland, 
and 
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and that the codicil was void. The Lord Chancellor delivered 
his opinion, which he faid, was likewife that of Lord Thur- 
low, (who had attended to the argument, though he was not 
in the Houfe the laft day, being indifpofed), that, upon a re- 
view of 2ll the circumftances of Sir Charles’s life, being a 
profeffional man, and generally having his refidence where his 
fhip was ftationed, moit commonly at Portfmouth, where he 
had ahoufe, he was to be confidered as domiciled in England, 
though he was born in Scotland, and died when ona vifit there. 

His Lordfhip, therefore, moved to reverfe the decree in the 
firft point ; and added, that a reverfal of the fecond propofition 
followed as of courfe, becaufe there could be no doubt, that, 
by the law of England, the condition was lawful, and the law 
of Scotland on this head was now out of the queftion, At 
the fame time, he would add, that both Lord Thurlow and he 
had great doubts, whether the decree could have -been main-+ 
tained, even if the decifion were to be guided by the Scotch 
law. Hedid not think that any of the cafes referred to by the 
refpondents, as adjudged favourably for their hypothefis, were 
analogous 5 and he could fee nothing illegal or inexpedient in 
permitting a father to fay, that if his child married a particular 
perfon difagreeable to him, that child fhould be cut off from 
any thare of what was legally at his difpoial. “the decree was 
therefore ordered to be reverfed in both branches. 


Account of the Treatment received from the French by 
the Crew of the Alexander of 74 Guns, which was 
captured by a French Squadron on the 6th of Novem- 
ver, 1794. 


[By Major Tench of the Marines, late of the Alexander. ] 
(Continued from Page 330.) 


Normandie, Prifonefbip, in Breft-Water, 1? Dec. 1794+ 
re continue to write onto you, 2s if I had the means 
of regularly tranfmitting my letters. In the horrid dun- 
geon in which I am now immured, it forms my only confola- 
tion to talk to you, although you cannothear me; and to com- 
plain to you, although you cannot fuccour me. 

Two days after the date of my firft letter, we were all, 
except Admiral Bligh, fent from Le Marat, on board this 
Prifon-fhip. Such a change did not much furprize us ; for the 
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reception which the Admiral experienced from the Reprefen- 
tatives, was fo cold and myfterious, as to afford neither intelli 
gence nor confolation; and Le Franq, who was his introducer 
and intrepreter, affected utter ignorance of their intentions 
towards us. 

Our fituation here is extremely irkfome. The Captain of 
the veffel and his Lieutenants are men of ferocious manners 
and brutal behaviour, high-flying patriots, whofe fupreme 
delight confifts in blafpheming all revealed religion, and in 
abuiing the Englith nation. In the day-time we have no- 
minally the liberty of walking upon the deck; but this privi- 
lege is frequently. fo curtailed, by thecaprices of our gaolers, 
as to amount almoft to a prchibition. At night we are 
crowded into a {mall cabin, and hardly allowed light enough to 
undrefs ourfelves by. Luckily, however, I have recovered my 
mattrefs and a couple of blankets. We eat with the officers 
of the {bip, who are allowed a traitement, or table-money, of 
three livres fix fols a day, befides a ration of provifions, for 
each of us ; fo that the fault does not feem to be imputable to 
the government. But either the markets of Breit are ex- 
travagantly dear, or thefe patriotic gentlemen make an advan- 
tage of us; for hardly aday pafles in which we have a fuf- 
ficiency of any thing but coarfe brown, or rather black, bread, 
fo full of fandy particles as to be almolt uneatable. Our 
breakfaft at firft was bread and butter, and a fmall red wine; 
but of late the butter has been taken away, and either New- 
foundland fale fith, or falt herrings, fub{tituted in its place. 
Thefe, indeed, are petty grievances, which would be eafily 
tolerated, were they not inceflantly aggravated by the difagrec- 
able tempers, and debafed fentiments, of thofe with whom we 
are obliged to live and converfe. We are furrounded by 
American veffels, but cannot hold with any of them the 
fmalleft communication. A hope of hearing from England, 
or of con:+ ing aught to it, muft not be indulged. We have 
been told, that if we choofe to venture the experiment of 
fending open letters by the poft through Switzerland, we may 
do it 5 but that they muft be firft taken to the Reprefentatives, 
who will orderthem to be read, and forward them, if they 
contain information of a private nature only. This precau- 
tion is reafonable enough; but I have been aflured by an of- 
ficer of the fhip, who is inacivil capacity, that I may {pare 
myfelf the trouble of fending any, for that to his knowledge 
they are always thrown afide, and forgotten, in the office to 
which they are carried. The number of prifoners on 
board 
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board is about four hundred, nearly allof whom are Englith; 
and three more veflels appropriated to a fimilar ufe, which alfo 
feem quite ull, are moored clofe to us. On the return of 
fone frigates from a cruize, a few days fince, we “received an 
acceflion to our number which furprized me :—Twenty 
emigrants——who for the crime of being Englifhmen were 
taken out of an American thip, at fea, after which the veffel 
was (uffered to proceed on her voyage to Philadelphia, and 
the re{t of the cargo remained unmolefted, 

I find that I aéted prudently in not parting with my guineas. 
Since I have been here, my brother-officer from Le Marat has 
honoured me by afecond vifit, and offered thirty livres for a 
guinea, pointing out one of the ferjcants of the guard, 
through whom the bufinefs might at any time be tranf- 
afted. I again begged permiffion to decline this benevoleat 
gentleman’s propoial, and alfo two others of a fimilar tendency, 
which were made to me here. Nor did the event deceive my 
expeclation ; for today alittle Jew wio mounts a cockade, 
and belongs to a frigate inthe harbour, came on board, and 
fecretly gave me 2.50 livres for five guineas, declaring it to be 
the market price on fhore. Whatthink you of thefle {peci- 
mens of republican honour and delicacy to children of mis- 
fortune, like us ? I was fo tranfported by indignation at thofe 
who had thus endea: oured to cheat me, that I could not help 
afking them, on their atiempting to renew the fubject, if the 
law did not forbid the depreciation of paper, when bartered 
for gold. This regulation, they pretend, relates to French 
gold only. To exchange a /ouis for more than its nominal 
value in afiguats were criminal: But mark the curious dif+ 
tinction! An Eaglifh guinea, anda Portuguefe johannes, are 
articles of merchandize, whofe worth depeiuds on the cicction 
of the buyer, Well! I have yet four Englifh guineas left! 
Let me look at them ! Oh * ye ever-young, loved, and deli- 
cate wooers ! whofe blufh doth thaw the confecrated inow on 
Dian’s lap ;”’—and before whom even the fternnefs of modern 
republican virtue melts into thia air,—tenacioufly willl trea- 
{ure ye up ! 

Admiral Bligh has been allowed to vifit us twice or thrice 
fince our feparation took place. He ftill remains on board Le 
Marat, with his fon, a little boy of ten years old, and two 
young midfhipmen, who are alfo permitted to be with him. 
Until this day he has been unable to give us any information, 
and was even ignorant of what was to be hisown lot. He is 
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tagne ; and in addition to innumerable proofs of kindnefs and 
regard, which I have experienced from him ever fince I have 

een under his command, he has honoured me by obtaining 
leave for me to accompany him, as his aid deecamp and inter- 
preter. Since my laftletter he has been on board La Mone 
tagne, to fee Vice Admiral Villaret de Joyeufe, the commander 
in chief of the fleet here, and who aéted in that capacity againft 
Lord Howe on the 1ftof June. He told methathe was very 
politely received, and was prefled to accept of pecuniary 
affiftance, which he declined ; but Admiral Villaret plainly 
hinted to him, that he was obliged to fupprefs much of the re- 
gard which he withed to fhow to him, from the delicacy of his 
fituation, in the prefent temper of the times. Monfieur Re- 
naudin, late commander of the Vengeur, who was taken, after 
the finking, of his fhip, on the 1ft of June, and is juft returned 
from England, has vifited him on board Le Marat. This 
gentleman declares, in loud terms, the humanity of the 
Englith, and the polite attentions he received from many of our 
moft diftinguifhed naval officers, whofe generofity left him no 
want: Of this lift I remember the names of Lord Howe, 
Aémiral M‘Bride, Captain Bentinck, and Captain Schomberg. 
Monfieur Renaudin alfo made a tender of his purfe to Ad- 
miral Bligh; but I have reafon to believe, that it was not done 
with that explicit frankaefs, which could hope to fuperfede the 
offer of Monficur Villaret, even had it been made previoufly 
to if. 

The difcipline of their men ftruck me at the firft view as 
contemptible 5 and yet I muft confefs that 1 was furprized by 
the ftate of fubordination in which I afterwards found them. 
The feaman or foldier addrefles his commander by the title of 
Citoyen, and receives in return the fame appellation ; but in the 
five weeks I have lived among them, ! have witneffed only one 
inftance of difobedience. The cftender wasa faldier, whore- 
fufed to affift in performing fome of the ordinary duties of the 
fhip. Acourt-martial, or con/eil de difcipline as they call it, was 
immediately holden upon him, by order of Captain Le Franq 
who profecuted. It confifted of a Lieutenant of the hip and 
three feamen, and of two ferjeants and a corporal of the 
troops. The prifoner pleaded ignorance of the Jaw on this 
head; andthat when he had voluntarily enrolled himfelf to 
ferve as a foldier, it was under an idea of not being compelled 
to do that which ought tobe the refult of inclination only. This 
defence was deemed fo unfatisfactory, that the offender was 
fentenced to three months imprifonment on fhore. 
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The memory of Robefpierre they have uniformly affected 
tohold in abhorrence ; but if I may truft to a hint, which was 
imparted tome on board the prifon-fhip, very different was 
once the tone of Caprain Le Frangq, and all his officers. They 
now load the character of this extraordinary man, before 
whom, not fix months fince, they proftrated themfelves like 
reptiles, with all the aflaffinations and mifery which have over 
fpread France during the lafttwo years. To him alone, it 
feems, every crime which ftains the national character is im- 
putable. At prefentl will not venture any opinion; but when 
Igeton fhore, I fhall dire&t my enquiries to develope the 
character of this celebrated demagogue. 


(To be continued.) 


HISTORY of JEWS in ENGLAND. 
EHEMIAH ranks among the great characters of 
antient hiftory. He forfook a place of influence at 
the moft fplendid court of Afia, to encounter every hardfhip, 
for the beneficent purpofe of beftowing independence upon a 
horde of poor, ignorant, and wretched ilaves, and of educating 
them by religious and civil culture into a moral, brave, and 
induftrious nation—and he fucceeded.. Before Neheiniab, the 
Jews were addicted to idolatry, and untaught as to an heres 
after. By the wife felection of traditions and laws which his 
inftitutions imprefled upon the people, they became zealous 
monotheitts, aufterely moral, and brave defenders of thcir in- 
dependence without acquiring the fpirit of conqueft. Yet 
they neglected not the arts ‘of peace. They covered the 
rocks cf Galilee with olive trees; and purfued commerce 
with fo great fuccefs, that to Alexander it already appeared an 
object to court the fettlement of Jewifhcolonies in his fea- 
ports. ‘They multiplied rapidly in all places. Inthetime of 
Tiberius, much of the commerce of the Mediterranean was 
in their hands. They had fynagogues every where, which 
they tolerantly fuffered to become fchools of Chriftianity. 
Even under Vefpafian, Jerufalem was {till maintaining, againft 
Roman tyranny, a noble but unequal ftruggle for its religious 
and civil liberties, 
How foon any Jews fettled in Great-Britain is unknown: 
But from the tpread of Chriftianity among the Britons, pre- 
Vioully to its eftablifhment under Conftantine, it is reafonable 
to infer that there had long been fome fynagogues here to ferve 
as 
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as ftubs of propagation for the new faith, The inroads of the 
Saxons and Danes obliterated much of the imperfect cone 
verfion of the native inhabitants, At this period, the Jews, 
with fingular liberality, patronized the civilization of thefe 
barbarous heathens by endowing Chriftian monafteries, Ina 
charter of Witglaff, King of Mercia, made to the monks of 
Croyland, we find confirmed to them'not only fuch lands as 
had at any.time been given to the monaftery by the Kings of 
Mercia, but alfo all their pofleffions whatever, whether they 
were originally beflowed on them by Chriftians or Jews, 
Omnes terras et tenementa, polfelfiones et corum peculta, que reges 
Merciorum et eorun proceres, vel alii fideles Chriftiani, vel Fudai, 
diétis monachis dederunt, Nearly a hundred years earlier, the 
Jews mutt have been numerous in England, fince the 146th 
paragraph of the Canonical Excerptions, publifhed by 
Egbright, Archbifhop of York, in 740, forbids any Cariftians 
to be prefent at the Jewith feafts. 

Indeed, during the feudal ages, the Jews feem to have bee 
the moft opulent, polifhed, and literate portion of the laity. 
They were the only bankers, or as the vulgar termed them, 
ufurersof the time. They conduS&ed what there exifted of 
foreign trade, and often vilited the civilized South of Europe, 
They wrought moft of the gold and filver ornaments for altars. 
William Rufus, who (as. Tovey fays) ‘* was no better than 
an infidel,” not only permitted, but encouraged them to enter 
into folemn contefts with his bifhops concerning the true faith; 
fwearing, by the face ot Saint Luke, that if the Jews got the 
better in the difpute, he would turn Jew himfelf. Accor- 
dingly, in his time, there was a public meeting of the chief 
leaders on both fides in London, when the Jews oppofed the 
Chriftians with fo much vigour, that the bifhops and clerg 
were not without fome folicitude how the difputations might 
terminate. No other clafs of men was at that period 
enlightened enough to cope with the priefthood. Some young 
Jews were fo imprudent as even to value themfelvcs upon their 
infidelity. The fon of one Moffey, of Wallingford, to laugh 
at the votaries of Saint Fridefwide, would fometimes crook his 
fingers, and then pretend he had miraculoufly made them 
ftraight again: At other times he would halt like a cripple, 
and then ina few minutes {kip and dance about, bidding the 
croud obferve how iuddenly he had cured himfelf. 

Henry Il. inthe 24th year of his reign, granted a burial+ 
placetothe Jews on the outfide of every city where they 
dwelt;. a proof they were numefous and refpected. In this 
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reign, one Jofhua, a Jew, furnifhed the rebels in Ire!and with 
great fums of money. And one Santo, of Bury Saint 
Edmund’s, took in pledge certain veflels appointed for the 
fervice of the altar, Others were grown fo prefumptuous as 
even to {coff at, and ridicule the-higheft dignitaries of the 
church, We may in part owe to them the fpirit which 
diated the Conftitutions of Clarendon. In 1188, the Pare 
liament at Northampton propofed to affefs the Jews at fixty 
thoufand pounds, and the Chriftians at feventy thoufand, toward 
a projected war. The Jews mutt have been very rich, or the 
Parliament very tyrannical. 

Under Richard I. the prejudices of the populace were let 
loofe againft the Jews. A-crufade had becn refolved on. 
The declamations of the clergy in favour of this holy war 
ftirred up the intolerance of the vulgar. In London, a riotoys 
populace broke open and plundered the houfss of the Jews. 
Three perfons only were punifhed, who by miftake had injured 
the houfes of Chriftians. In fix months the flame became 
gencral, The moft formidable explofion happened at Stam- 
tord-fair, which had drawn together great multitudes of people, 
and among them whole troops of roaming faints, who were 
preparing to go with the King to the Holy Land. 

Thefe zealous men, difdaining that the enemies of Chrift 
fhould abound inwealth, while they, who were his great 
friends, were obliged to ftrip their wives and children of coms 
mon neceflaries to fupply the charges of the voyage, perfuaded 
themfelves, that God would be highly honoured, if they fhould 
firft cut the thrvats of the Jews, and then feize upon their 
money : So ready are men to believe what makes for their 
worldly advantage. Accordingly they flew upon them, and, 
finding very little refiftance from an opprefied and {fpiritlefs 
enemy, quickly made themf{elves mafters both of their perfons 
and fortunes: The former of which they treated with all 
kinds of barbarity. 

Some few ‘of them, indeed, were fo fortunate as to get 
thelter in the caftle; whither, as they fled without their 
riches, the fource of all their mifery, they were not earneftly 
purfued, And asthefe devout pilgrims pretended to do ail 
this for the advancement of God’s glory, to fhew they were in 
earneft, they took fhipping as faft as they could, and fled away 
for Jerufalem, not fo much as one of them being detained by 
the magiftrates, or any further enquiry made by the King, into 
fuch a fanctified piece of villainy. . Intcrnal trade muft at that 
time have been chiefly conducted by the Jews, fince they were 
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aflembled in fuch numbers at an inland fair, They had 
probably too beftowed ere this upon commerce the important 
imprevement of inventing bills of exchange, as mention 
feems to be made of them, by the name of Starra (from the 
Hebrew Shetar) in certain Latin documents of this ara. The 
Jews were ftill admitted to the liberal profeffions, as the cruel 
ediét of Richard I. for regiftering their property, orders that 
their “ contracts fhould be made in the prefence of two 
afligned lawyers who were Jews, two who were Coriftians, and 
two public. notaries.””’ This King appointed Jufticers of the 
Jews, whofe office it was to collect and pay into the exchequer 
the taxes affefled upon that unfortunate fect. Benedi@ de 
Talemunt and Jofeph Aaron were the two firft of thee 
Jutticers. 

The intolerant policy of Richard I. occafioned the emigras 
tion of all the wealthier Jews, anda confequent defalcation of 
the revenue 5 which was fo fenfibly felt, toat John, in 1199, 
ufed feveral arts to draw them back into his kingdom; not only 
confirming their antient, but offering new privileges, and 
patticulasly that of naming a high-prieft by the title of 
Prefbyter Judzorum. Many Jews upon this returned, and 
were afterwards more cruelly plundered than ever, Our 
Great Charter fanétions an injuftice tothe Jews, by enacting 
that, “ If any perfons have borrowed money of the Jews, 
more or lefs, and die before they have paid the debt, the debt 
fhall not grow whilft the heir is under age,” &c. 

Henry ill. liberated fuch Jews as were in prifon, ordered 
them to be protected againft the infults of Jerufalem pilgrims, 
and to weat upon the fore-part of their upper garment two 
broad ftrips of white linen or parchment. In this reign, 
Stephen Langton, Archbifhop of Canterbury, and Hugo de 
Velles, Bithop of Lincoln (in hopes to drive them away by 
wantof fuftenance) publifhed injun¢tions throughout their ree 
fpective diocefes, that no Chriftian fhould. prefume to have 
communication with or fell them any provifion, under pain of 
excommunication. And the fame feems to have been done 
by the Bifhop af Norwich, Perfons unacquainted with the 
nature of talfe zeal (continues Tovey, p. 83.) whea backed 
by, authority, will fcarcely believe thatthe Jews bad been in 
any great danger of ftarving, though the King had not 
interpofedinthis matter. Yet Rapin tells us, that when the 
Gerhardive heretics made their appearance in the time of 
Henry ii. and orders were given not to relicve them, the pros 
hibition 
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libition was fo punétually obferved, that all thofe wretches 
miferably perifhed with hunger. 

Be it remembered, however, that the prior of Dunftable, 
much about this time granted to: feveral Jews free liberty to 
refide within his Lordthip, and toenjoy all the privileges of 
it, in confideration of the annual payment of two filver 
fpoons, 

During the funthine of the King’s favour, in 1230, the Jews 
erected a very ftately fynagogue in London, which furpafled in 
magnificence the Chriftian churches. But the people petie 
tioned the King to take it from them, and have it confecrated 5 
which accordingly he compliéd with. Inthe 18th year of: his 
reign, upon a petition of the inhabitants of Newcaftle, he 
granted them the unhofpitable privilege that no Jew’ thould 
ever refide among them, This Prince was not free from the 
confifcatory policy fo common in the dark ages, but frequently 
pillaged the Jews : His neceffities, however, would have con- 
tinued to tolerate them, had not’ the Pope fent over the Caur= 
fini, Chriftians, and Lombards, who were gradually to fuper= 
fede the ancient prattitioners of ufury, by conduing it ina 
manner not difapproved by the church. To fuch a pitch of 
hatred was the prejudice, which had been gradually inftilled 
into the peopie againft the Jews, arrived during this reign, that 
in 1262, when the King, refufing to ftand to the agreement 
lately made with his Barons at Oxford, withdrew into the 
Tower, and threatened the Londoners for taking part wich his 
enemies ; the Barons fuddenly entered London with great 
forces, and (to keep the citizens more ftrongly in their intereft) 
gratified them with the flaughter of feven hundred Jews at 
once, whofe houfes they firft plundered, and then burnt their 
new fynagogue to the ground. It was however rebuilt, but ia 
1270 taken from them, upon complaint of the Friars Penis 
tents; that they were not able to make’the body of Chrift in 
quiet, for the great howlings the Jews made there during their 
worthip, 

In the third year of Edward I. a Jaw pafled the Commons 
concerning Judaifm, which feemed to promife a qualified fee 
curity; notwithftanding which, in the year 1290, and the 
18th of his reign, the King feized upon all their real eftates, 
andthe whole community was for ever banithed the kingdom, 
Yet no fooner (adds the hiftorian) was the inventory made, 
and every thing {old to the beft bidder, than the whole produce 
was unaccountably {quandered away, without one penny being 
cver fet afide for thofe pious ufes, which the King had talked of, 
3G2 From 
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From fifteen to fixteen thoufand Jews were thus ruined and 
then expelled During the preceding century, they muft con- 
ftantly have been in a ftate of rapid and progreffive diminution; 

Neither is it probable, that the more refpectable portion of 
them fhould have put fo much confidence in edicts of recall, 
thus frequently and perfidioufly revoked, as to have been found 
fettled in England, Yet even thefe left behind them feveral 
valuable Jibraries, one particularly at Stamford, and another 
at Oxford, which aft being purchafed among the fcholars, moft 
of the Hebrew books were bought by the famous Roger Bacon, 
who, by a thort note written in one of them, declared they 
were of great fervice to him in his ftudies. This expulfion 
was fo complete, that no further traces of Englilh Jews occur 
until long after the Reformation, 


(To be continued ) 





The LOST EMPEROR: 
A TYROLESE TALE. 


[From Mr. Pratt’s Gleanings through Wales, Holland, Weftpha- 
lia, &c. 3 vol. 8vo. 


EAVING Augfburgh, I travelled through Bavaria a 

long way before I reached the Tyrol country, of the na- 

tural beauty of which I had heard much, and which [ there- 

fore entered with great expetations of that fublime gratificae 

tion the beauties of nature never fai] to afford me. I was 

not difappointed ; indeed, my warmeit expectations were exe 
ceeded. 

The firft thing that ftrikes a traveller from Bavaria, on en- 
tering it, is the fort of Cherink, built between two inacceflible 
rocks which feparate ‘{'yrol from the bifhopric of Freitingen. 
So amply has nature provided for the fecurity of this country 
2gainft the incurfion of an‘ enemy, that there is not a pals 
which leads to it that is not through fome narrow defile be- 
tween mountains almoft inacceffible ; ; and on the rocks and 
brows of thofe pafles, the Emperor has conftructed forts and 
citadels, fo advantageoufly placed, that they command all the 
valleys and avenues beneath, 

After a variety of windings and turnings through moune 
tains of ftupendous height and awful afpect, I began to des 
fcend, znd entered the moft delightful valley I had ever beheld 
—deep, long, and above a mile in breadth—{urrounded with 
enormous 
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enormous piles of mountains, and diverfified with the alter- 
nate beauties of nature and cultivation, fo as to form an union 
rarely to be met with, and delight at once the eye of the fare 
mer, and the fancy of him that has a true tafte for rural wild- 
nefs. From the heights in defcending, the whole appeared in 
all its glory; the beautiful river Inn gliding along through it 
longitudinally, its banks {tudded with the moft romantic little 
villages, wh:le a number of inferior ftreams were feen winding 
in different cou:fes, and haftening to pour their tribute into its 
bofom. 

Here I felt my heart overwhelmed with fenfations of tranf- 
port, which all the works of art could never infpire: Here 
nature ru(hed irrefiftible upon my fenfes, and, making them 
captive, exacted their acknowledgement of her fupremacy: 
Here vanity, ambition, luit of fame and power, and all the 
tinfelled, gaudy, frippery, to which habit and worldly cuftom 
enflave the mind, retired, to make way for fentiments of hares 
mony, purity, fimplicity, and truth; Here Providence feemed 
to {peak in language mott perfuafive, Come, filly man, leave 
the wild tumult, the endiefs {truggle, the g!ittering follies, the 
falfe and fpurious pleafures whici artifice creates, to feduce 
you from the true—d well here—and in the lap of nature ftudy 
me: Here, oh! here, exclaimed I, in a tranfport which bereft 
me, for the time, of every other confideration, here will 
I dwell for ever, The charm was too finely fpun, to withe 
ftand the hard tugs of iact; and all! its precious delufions vae 
nifhed before a hott of gloomy truths—deranged affairs—fa- 
mily far off, with the diltance daily increafing—the hazards 
and the hardthips of along untried journey—and the Ealt In- 
dies, with all its horrors in the rear. I hung my head in fore 
row ; and, offering up a prayer to protect my tamily, ftrengthen 
myfelf, and bring us once more together in fome foot heavenly 
as that I paffed tnrough, was proceeding on in a ftate of dejecs 
tion proportionate to my previous tranfports, when I was 
roufed by my pottillion, who, poiating to a very high, {teep 
tock, defired me to take notice of it. I did to; but fleeing 
nothing very remarkable in its appearance, atked him what he 
meant by directing my attention to it—He anfwered me in the 
following manner, which, from the fingul.rity of the narrative, 
and his ftrange mode of telling it, 1 think it would injure to 
take out of his own words: I will, therefore, endea our, as 
well as I can, to give you a literal tranflation of it; and ine 
deed, the impreffion it made upon my memory was fuchy that, 
I apprehend, I fhall aot materially diiter trom his words : 

“ You 
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“ You muft know, Sir, (for every one in the world knows 
it) that ali thefe mountains around us, are the avodes of good 
and evil fpirits, or gemi—the latter of whom are continually 
doing every malicious thing they can devife, to injure the peos 
ple of the country,—fuch as leading them aftray—f-nothering 
them in the fnow—killing the cattle by throwing them down 
precipices—-nay, when they can do no worle, drying up the 
milk in the udders of the goats—and, fornetimes, putting bes 
tween young men and their fweethearts, and ftopping their 
marriage. ‘Ten thoufand curfes light upon them ! I thould 
have been married two years ago, and had two children to-day, 
but for their fchemes. In hort, Sir, if it were not for the 
others—the good ones—who are always employed (and the 
Bicfled Virgin knows they have enough oa their bands) in 
preventing the mifchiefs of thofe devils, the whol. place would 
be deftroyed, and the country left without a living thing, man 
or goat !”” 

Here I could not, for the life of me, retain my gravity any 
longer, tut burit, in fpite of me, into an immoderate fit of 
laughter, which fo difconcerted and offended him, that he ful- 
lenly refufed to proceed with the ftory any farther, but con- 
tinued marking his forehcad (nis hat off) with a thoufand 
crofies, utte:ing pious ejaculations, looking at me with a mix« 
ture of terror, diftruft, and admiration, and every’ now and 
then glancing his eye afkance toward the hills, as if fearful 
of a defcent irom the evil fpirits. 

My curiofity was awakened by the very extraordinary com- 
mencement of his narrative; and 1 determined, if pofhible, to 
hear it out; So, affuring him that I meant nothing either of 
flight or wickednefs by my laughter—that I had too ferious 
ideas of fuch things to treat them with levity—and, what 
was more canvincing logic with him, promifing to reward him 
for it—he proceeded with his ftory as follows : 

“ Well, Sir, you fay you were not {porting with thofe fpirits, 
and fortunate it is for you: At all events, St. John of God be 
our guide, and. bring 4s fafe to lnnipruck. Jult fo the great 
Maximilian was wont te laugh at them ; an you fhall hear how 
he was punifhed for it—and. that was the ftory I was about to 
tell yous. The Emperor Maximilian, that glory of the world, 
(he is now in the Jap of the Blefied Virgin of Paradife) once 
on a time, before he was Empcror, that is to fay, when he was 

’ Archduke, was always laughing at the country people’s fears 

of thofe fpirits—and an old father of the church forewarned 

him to beware, left he fhould fuffer for his. rathaefs; fo one 
6 day 
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day he went out hunting, and at the foot of that mountain a 
moft beautiful chamois {tarted before him ; he thot at it, and 
miffed it, (the firft thot he had miffed for many years, which 
you know was warning enough to him) however, he followed, 
fhooting at and miffing ity the animal ftanding every now and 
then till he came up within fhot of it; Thus he continued till 
neat night, when the goat difappeared of a fudden, and he 
found himfelf buried, as it were, in the bowels of the moun- 
taint He endeavoured to find his way out, but in vain; every 
ftep he took ied him more aftray, and he was for two days 
wandering about, Chrift fave us! in the frightful hollows of 
thofe mountains, living all the time on wild berries: Oa the 
fecond night he bethought himfelf of his want of faith, and of 
the faying of old Father Jerome; and he fell on his knees, and 
wept and prayed all night; and the Virgina heard his prayers, 
he being a good man, and, above all, an Emperor—God blefs 
you and me! we fhould have perifhed—In the morning, a 
beautiful young man, drefled in a peafant’s habit, came up to 
him, gave him victuals and wine, and defired him to follow 
him, which he did, you may be fure, joyfully—but oh, Blefled 
Virgin! think what his (urprife muft have been, when, getting 
again into the plain out of the mountain, the young man dif- 
appeared and vanifhed all of a fudden, juft at the foot of that 
fteep rock which I fhewed you, and which ever fince goes by 
the name of the Emperor’s Rock. You fee what a dangerous 
place it is, and what dangerous (pirits they muft be that would 
not {pare even the Holy Roman Emperor. In my mind, the 
bet way is to fay nothing againft thofe things, as fome faithicfs 
people do, and to worfhip the Virgin and keep a good con- 
fcience, and then one will have the lefs to fear.” 

On inquiring at Innfpruck, I found that Maximilian had 
aQually loft his way in the mountain, and had been conducted 
out of it by a peafanc, who left him fuddenly; the reft was an 
exaggerated traditionary tale, arifing from the fuperttitious 
fears of the country people. 


Important DECISION relative to COPYHOLDS. 
F Treen of the moft interefting confequence to copy- 

holders for lives, was tried betore Lord Kenyon anda 
Special Jury, at Hereford affizes, laft year, in which Mr, Wil- 
liam Wharton, of Monkland, was plaintiff, and the Lord 
Farmers of the Manor of Monkland, under the Dean and 
Canons of Wincfor, were defendants; it appeared on the 
trial that the copyhold eftates of this manor hai been ufually 
granted for ene, two or three lives ; that the fines taken upon 
grants 
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grants or renewals had always varied, according to the intereft 
granted ; that a difpute having arifen between Mr. Wharton 
and the Lord Farmers, refpeCling the terms of a renewal of his 
eitate, he had filed his bill in the Court of Exchequer, ftating 
a cuftomary right to renew upon the terms he had offered ; 
upon which ifflues, fubftantially as follows, were direCted by 
that Court to try, firft, Whether by the cuftom of that manor, 
the plaintiff was entitled to a renewal of his copyiold eftate, 
for one, two, or three lives, upon payment of a fair and rea~ 
fonable, or of acuftomary fine; and, fecondly, “ Whether he 
was entitled to renew, in like manner, upon payment of a fine 
of 421. On the caufe coming on to be heard, the Learned 
Judge, upon proof of the plaintiff having tendered more than 
two years value of the eftate, directed the Jury to find a ver- 
di& for him (the plaintiff) upon all the iffues, laying down this 
broad principle as clear law, “* That no lord of a manor could 
juftify taking more than two years value for a grant or rene wal 
for one, two or three lives ;”” and obferving at the fame time, 
“ that although it might appear by the rolls of the manor, 
that the fines taken had in every inftance been varied and un- 
certain, and had extended in very many cafes to fourteen years 
value upon grants and renewals for three lives, yet that it was 
illegal and extortionate on the part of the Lords,” and there- 
fore he debarred all proof of that nature. 

Tie defendants, the Lords of the Manor, being diffatisfied 
with this decifion, moved the Court of Exchequer, laft Mi- 
chaelmas term, for a new trial, upon'the ground of mifdire€tion 
of the Judge; and having obtained a rule, the caufe came on 
again to be tried at the laft Hereford affizes, before the Hoa. 
Baron Thompfon and a Special Jury ; when, after a hearing 
of nearly eleven hours, entirely taken up in examining the 
plaintiff’s evidence, from which it appeared, that the fines on 
original grants and renewals had, in every inftance adduced, 
been varied and uncertain, and extending to different num- 
bers of years valuc, according to the interefts in the eftates 
granted or renewed, the Learned Judge was pleafed to declare 
it the eftablifhed law of the land, warranted by indifputable 
authorities, that, “ Wherever a copyholder for life or lives, 
fets up a right of renewal, he muft thew that right to be 
founded upon a cuftom of paying tor fuch renewal a fine cer- 
tain; and that aright torenew, as contended for in the prefent 
inftance, on payment of an uncertain fine, was inconfiftent:” 
And as it appeared from the plaintiff’s own fhewing, that the 
fines had in every inttance varied, he had not, in point of law, 
maintained his ifiues, and therefore he directcd the Jury to find 
a verdict for the defendants. 9 

































‘ 
t 
i 


ee 


oor 


+ PO. | RE 











intereft 
V harton 
] of his 
tating 
Fered ; 
Sted by 
manor, 
| eftate, 
nd rea- 
ther he 
f a fine 
searned 
re than 
J a ver- 
wn this 
yr could 
rene wal 
\e time, 
manor, 
and une 
on years 
it it was 
d there« 


Tatisfied 
ift Mi- 
ire@ion 
same on 
1¢ Hon. 
hearing 
ing the 
fines on 
duced, 
t nume- 
> eftates 
declare 
{putable 
or lives, 
t to be 
ine cere 
- prefent 
iftent:” 
that the 
of law, 


to find 





rr. as 


a ee I ea ee ey 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 957 


Anfwer, by T. Hedge, of Chard Academy, to G. Perham’s Rebus, 
inferted December 28. 


RIDPORT, a town in Dorfethhire, 


Does in your puzzling lines appear, 


#+* We have received the like anfwer from N, Coles, of 
Crediton. 





Anfwer, by W. Zillwood, of Dorchefter, to W. Hoare’s Rebus, 
inferted ‘fanuary 4. 
HE dark ASSASSIN who in dire difguife, 


On wilful murder bent in ambuhh lies, 
Thro’ rank revenge, or fordid pelf to gain, 
A blacker fia no wretched foul can ftain; 
This is the crime that in your lines appears, 
May Heav’n’s all powerful arm prevent it here ! 


t*t We have alfo received the like anfwer from A. Ojli- 
vier, of Mr, Zillwood’s fchool at Dorchefter; J. Zillwood, of 
Dorchefter; J.S. Field, of Staverton; Philagathus, of Dart- 
ington; and F, Hancock, of Exeter. 





4 CHARADE, by Thomas Bullock, of St. Columb. 
L Y OW delicious my firft to each palate or tafte ! 
. In the breaft of each mortal my fecond is plac’d; 
Now, ye tkilful gents. I don’t care if I’m feen 
Recommending my whole to a fair of cighteen. 





A QUESTION, by WW, of Dunfler. 
A S once I fat with Cooper Hugh, 


He boafted much what he could do. 
No one he faid was half fo pat 
In making cafk, tub, pail, or vat. 
A bufhel too, fo near he’d make it, 
That for the ftandard you might take it. 
In fcience learn’d tofuch degree, 
That he could puzzle you or me. 
Q:ite fpent with prailing of his art, 
He filent fat, and drain’d the quart. 
Vout. XXVII. 690. 3H “ Well 
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« Well now, (fays 1) good Neighbour Hugh, 
«© Since you’ve declar’d what you can do, 
“ ] beg you will a bufhel make, 

«© That thal] the leaft* good timber take.” 
At this, in hafte bis pipe he drew 

From lips, and cut the cloud he blew, 

And with fome warmth declar’d no fchool 
For fuch could give a certain rule ; 

Of which he lay two half crown bowls 
Of punch, and alfo ham and fowls. 

The wager’s. made; pray, gents, explore, 
The bufhel’s depth, and how much o’er 5 
By Newton’s art the fame define, 

And then with us, pray come and dine. 


Rte 


* That is, the internal fuperfice thereof to be a minimum, or 
the leaft number of fuperficial inches. 





An ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Shepton Mallet. 


| fy neha is the truft repos’d in me, 
By Britons of each rank and each degree; 
Iam to fecrecy a conftant friend, 

And on me dothan armed guard attend, 
Whiltt I fecure fome true intelligence, 

An¢g kisdnefles from friend to friend difpente ; 
Round as a circle 1 am chiefly feen, 

And different colours on my fides have been, 
Refembling oft the beauteous azure fkies, 

Or elfe a {warm of cattle-teazing flies; 
Sometimes I’m like the growing grafs in May, 
Or like a leaf in an autumnal day ; 

Ere I am fet to work men are inclin’d 

To have mein a place of heat confin’d, 

From whence to my clofe duty I proceed, 

I’m fqueez’d, I cool, and penetrate with {peed ; 
A fubftitute [ferve in many cafes, " 
As circumftances are at times and places, 

For fomething of a brighter look, more tough, 
More open to the fight, and not fo rough ; 
Thofe vers’d in law, and military fkill, 
Medical folk, and they who ufe the quill, 

In bufinels and in pleafure too will own, 

This is a juft aflertion, and well known. 


D POETRY. 
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MONG the dead fond mem’ry weeps, 
O’er graves of lov’d aflociates gone ; 
The feythe of death, how near it fweeps, 
*T will be my turn to fall anon ! 


See where an old acquaintaince lies! 

» Another, and another there ! 

This once on earth was counted wife ; 
Facetious this, and this fincere. 


This was good-natur’d to a fault, 
And this was charitably giv’n ; 
Alike they moulder in the vault, 
Ah! that alikethey rofe to Heav’n. 


She that lies here was fair and young, 
‘The fond delight of ev’ry eye; 

Heav’n claim’d its own, away fhe fprung, 
Tranfplanted now to yonder fky. 


There ftill fhe blooms a heav’nly flow’r, 
Again thofe lovely beauties blow ; 

Her virtues fcent th’ eternal bow’r, 
Untainted by the gales below. 


Teach me, Oh thou! that teacher art, 
Of ev’ry duty here below ; 

The number of my days impart, 
Be thou my guide wnere’erI go. 


Then, inthat moft important hour, 
When death fhall fummon me away, 
May we all meet, to part no mores 
In regions of eterual day ! 


For THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Soliliquy on the recent Death of feveral valued Friends. 





to TIME 


By Miss SEWARD 


P A S T. 


ETURN, bleft years, when not the jocund fpring, 


Luxuriant fummer, nor the amber hours 


Calm autumn gives, my heart invok’d to bring 
Joys, whofe rich balm o’er all the bofom pours; 


When 
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When ne’er I wifh’d might grace the clofing day 
One tint purpureal, or one golden ray ; 
When the loud ftorms, that defolate the bowers, 
Found dearer welcome than Pavonian gales, 
And winter's bare, bleak fields, than fummer’s flowery vales. 


Yet, not to deck pale hours with vain parade, 
Beneath the blaze of wide-illumin’d dome ; 
Not for the bounding dance; not to pervade 


And charm the fenfe with mufic ; nor, as roam 4 
The mimic paffions o’er theatric {cene, i 
To laugh or weep:—Oh! not for thefe, I ween, 8 

But for delights that made the heart their home, } 

Was the grey night-froit on the founding plain i 
More than the fun invok’d, that gilds the graffy lane. 
Yes; for the joys that trivial joys excel, r 

My lov’d Honora*, did we hail the gloom , 
Of dim November’s eve ; and, as it fell, é 

And the bright fires fhone cheerful round the room, q 


Dropp’d the warm curtains with no tardy hand ;— 
And felt our {pirits and our hearts expand, 
Lift’ning their fteps, who itill, where’er they come, 
Make the keen ftars, that glaze the fettled fnows, 
More than the fun invok’d, when firit he tints the rofe. i 
Affeétion—friendfhip—{ympathy, your throne 
Is winter’s glowing hearth; and ye were our’s :— 
Thy fmile, Honora, made them all our own. 


— 


Where are they now ?—Alas, their choiceft powers 
Faded at thy retreat !—for thou art gone ; 
And many a dark, long eve, I figh alone, 
Inthrill’d remembrance of the vanith’d hours, 
When ttorms were dearer than the balmy gales, 
And winter’s bare, bleak fields, than green luxuriant vales ! 
* Mifs Honora Sneyd, to whem the gallant and unfortunate Major Andre was 
fo unaliemably attachede 
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SONNET.—2y Mrs. Cowrey. 


A HEN winter fnatches off the icy robe i 

V V In which fhe wraps the tremblirg, thiv’ring giobe, ; 
And {pring awakes the azure of the fky, 

The crocus lifts its golden, fragrant head, 

The tulip paints anew its glowing bed, 
And all the horrors of the jeaton fly. 

Thus, *****, fhall the winter of thy fate, 

Ere long relieve thee from its gloomy flate, 

And brighteft ftars into thy horizon beam ; 
Time weave for thee in flowers long lines of blifs, 
Thy fmiling cheek ftill know the filial kils, 

And dear domeltic joy around thee tlream. 

Ah, bid then hope’s young pinions fan thy breaf, 


And lull each throbbing forrow into ref ! 


a 
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